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INTRODUCTION
The range of students within the 6th Form College are as follows:
· Severe learning difficulty (SLD).
· Profound and multiple learning difficulty (PMLD).
· Multiple sensory impairment (MSI).
· Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD).
· Complex learning difficulty (e.g. a Student with a borderline moderate learning difficulty made more complex by an additional mental health / social / emotional / behavioural difficulty).
It is essential, therefore, that the design, organisation and content of the Post 16 curriculum reflects the range of abilities and disabilities typical of the students in college. 
AIMS OF THE POST 16 CURRICULUM

The Post 16 Curriculum aims to provide a wide, diverse range of learning experiences to meet the individual needs of students and promote the development of their educational, social and vocational skills in preparation for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life.

The curriculum is intended to match local and individual circumstances and build on the strengths of the students and reflect their specific needs. Students and staff should be involved in ongoing discussions, decision-making processes and review procedures so that the curriculum aims respond to changing priorities.

OBJECTIVES OF THE POST 16 CURRICULUM

· To enable students to build upon their prior learning and continue to achieve at levels that are suitably challenging.

· To provide a curriculum that will be relevant to the needs of the students.

· To provide a curriculum that enables students to acquire and retain work skills that will allow them to move into some form of paid or voluntary work.

· To provide a curriculum that enables students to acquire and retain life skills that will result in an optimum level of independence and/or planned dependence.

· To enable the work of students to be moderated and for students to gain nationally recognised qualifications.

· To provide a route for transition to life after college.

Home Learning Plan 
In the event of pupils having to learn from home, for example due to continued shielding on the advice of a clinician or during lockdown due to a world pandemic, the Woolston 6th Form College curriculum opportunities will be transferred by school staff onto our online learning platform, Evidence for Learning. All parents/carers have an individual log in for their child in order to access Evidence for Learning. The class team will continue to follow the set curriculum planning for all pupils engaged in home learning by adding two lessons per day on to Evidence for Learning. Parents/carers will access these lessons by logging into Evidence for Learning using their individual log in accounts. Parents/carers can request their link and/or a password reset as required by contacting the college office on 01925 811617. The three provided daily lessons will be supported by videos, visual resources such as symbols, signs and photographs and associated PDF documents as appropriate to meet the specific needs of each pupil. Some parents have indicated that they prefer activities and resources to be shared via email and will continue to use this method of communication as required on an individual basis.
These lessons will follow the weekly college curriculum and be as follows:

	Activities to be shared through Evidence for Learning

	Monday
	Vocational Course (life skills, work related learning activities)
	Maths 

	Tuesday
	Vocational Course (life skills, work related learning activities)
	Duke of Edinburgh (Skill, Physical, Volunteering)

	Wednesday
	Vocational Course (life skills, work related learning activities)
	English

	Thursday
	Creative curriculum
	PSHE

	Friday
	Vocational Course (life skills, work related learning activities)
	Sport and Leisure


Parent feedback has indicated that Basic Skills Learning Packs were well utilised for home learning during March-June 2020. All students will receive a Basic Skills learning Pack if they are accessing home learning. For those students in Pathway 3, IXL English and Maths learning platform will be utilised to set individual activities.
Tutors based at school will also be invited to upload lessons, for example music lessons with our music tutors which will have ideas for suitable adaptations to ensure that all students can access the activities.

Therapy Plans 

All therapy plans will be added by the class team into the ‘Documents’ folder on Evidence for Learning and/or emailed home, this will ensure that parents and carers will have access to the programmes from the therapists that their child usually has contact with, such as physiotherapy programmes speech and language therapy programmes provided by the College Occupational Therapist.
Termly Targets 

Termly targets will be added by the class team into the ‘Documents’ folder on Evidence for Learning and/or emailed home, this will ensure that parents and carers will have access to the current targets that their child is working on. The class team will work with the parent/carer to ensure that the target is adapted suitably for the home environment by making suggestions as to how the child can practice the target in different ways. Targets will be added to Evidence for Learning in the Assessment Book section. Parents/carers will be encouraged to add comments, photographs and or video clips to support assessment against the targets. This will ensure that class teams can set accurate ‘next steps’ and further targets as required.

Other Plans and Programmes 

If a student has any other support plan or programme at school, these will also be uploaded to the Documents section in Evidence for Learning and/or emailed home to ensure that parents/carers have access to these, examples include Risk Assessments, Behaviour Profiles, Behaviour Plans, Dietary Support Plans. 
Welfare Calls 
The class team will be responsible for weekly welfare calls to pupils and their families who are at home. These will take place on a Wednesday unless parents specifically request a different day/time due to their working patterns or home arrangements. The staff member who calls the family will be responsible for uploading a brief synopsis of the conversation to our central repository system CPOMS. This summary will be tagged by the Safeguarding Team as ‘Welfare Call’ and any concerns or questions will be addressed accordingly. 
Parent/Carer Engagement 
Parents/carers will be encouraged to add comments, photographs and video clips to the activities provided on Evidence for Learning. This ensures that class teams can capture the extent of the learning and ensure that they build on the individual pupils’ next steps appropriately. The welfare calls can be used by the class team to collect further evidence of progress, preferred activities and resources to further personalise the learning journey for the pupils while they are at home.
Home Learning Ethos 

The home learning ethos is as closely aligned with the provision at school as far as is practicable, to maintain equal opportunities. We aim to promote home learning through by: 

· Enabling learners of differing abilities and whose experiences are wide ranging to develop at their individual level and stage of development. 

· Providing varied and appropriately differentiated learning experiences that match individual needs and abilities. 

· Providing all learners with opportunities to acquire, develop, practise, apply and extend their skills in range of contexts across the curriculum. 

· Having high expectations of our learners and ourselves. 

· To enable learners to become confident, resourceful, enquiring and independent learners.

· To enable learners to master basic skills that will equip them for life. 

· To foster learners’ self-esteem, and help them to build positive relationships with other people. 

· To develop learners’ self-respect, and through respecting themselves, encourage them to understand the ideas, attitudes, feelings and values of others 

· To show respect for all religions and cultures and, in so doing, to promote positive attitudes towards other people. 

· To enable learners to understand their community, and help them feel valued as part of it. 

· To help learners grow into reliable, independent and positive citizens. 

· To develop in learners a lifelong love of learning. 

Communication 
· Enabling learners to express preferences, communicate needs, make choices, make decisions and choose options that other people act on and respect. 

· Encouraging learners to interact and communicate effectively with others in a range of social situations. 

· Recognising the crucial role which parents play in their child's education and making every effort to encourage parental involvement in the educational process. 

· Working closely with specialists and professional agencies to ensure that learner needs are met. 
Learning 
· Promoting a positive attitude towards learning, so that learners acquire a solid basis for lifelong learning. 

· Incorporating a range of teaching and learning strategies suitable for an individual’s age and stage of development. 

· Preparing learners for an adult life in which they have the greatest possible degree of independence. 

· Teaching learners to have an awareness of their own spiritual development, and to understand right from wrong. 

· Helping learners understand the importance of truth and fairness, so that they grow up committed to equal opportunities for all. 

· Enabling learners to have respect for themselves and high self-esteem, and to be able to live and work co-operatively with others. 

· Ensuring that learners have access to a wide range of opportunities to enrich and broaden their experience 

· Reviewing, monitoring and evaluating planning, teaching and learning strategies. 

· Using a thorough process of continual assessment which informs future planning 
Context 
· Providing equality of opportunity for all learners regardless of gender, race, culture and disability within all virtual teaching and learning activities. 
· Increasing learner awareness and understanding of their environment and the world, encouraging learners to explore, to question, to think and to challenge. 
Differentiation 
· Learning activities are differentiated so that they are closely matched to individual needs, and make use of a variety of systems to promote inclusive education (Signs, P.E.C.S. symbols, ICT) 
· Scaffold activities to enable learners to experience success and build their confidence to progress independently. 
Equal Opportunities 
We believe all learners should have equal opportunities and equal access to all teaching and learning activities. Equal opportunities are addressed as follows: 
· Learners with special educational needs have access to all teaching and learning activities through the use of differentiated learning strategies and tasks. These are based on individual needs. 

· Specific learning and teaching strategies are used to maximise access to the curriculum for learners with PMLD and those with barriers to learning. 
· Resources and planning aim to reflect our multi-cultural society. 
· Gender equality is promoted by ensuring that both boys and girls have access to all aspects of teaching and learning. 
· Opportunities to address issues of gender and race are provided through discussion, texts and resources. 
Additional Support 
Staff will endeavour to assist all pupils in being able to access the curriculum and to support pupils learning from home who are refusing to complete school work or where parents are struggling to deliver this. Staff will use different methods as appropriate to individual pupils and their families. Parents will be encouraged to access Evidence for Learning where they can do so and will be supported with this as required. Additional examples of support could include increased welfare calls, video support sessions through Microsoft Teams, home visits (following social distancing rules in place at the time), production of paper based learning packs, laminated games and matching activities, visual support systems. 
Assessment and record keeping 
Woolston 6th Form College considers accurate and focused assessment as the cornerstone of high quality teaching, as it allows the work to be planned and taught to accurately meet the needs of the learners whilst ensuring high levels of expectation and support. Each pupil has an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) which includes wider outcomes in Section E. These outcomes are broken down into smaller more achievable targets each term. Each term, the class team will provide a set of Targets for each pupil, this will be discussed and shared with parents/carers. Class teams will have weekly telephone contact with parents and carers to ensure that pupils continue to make progress towards achieving their set targets. Collaborative discussions between parents/carers and school staff will support ongoing assessment and facilitate a joint approach in identifying and setting the next steps for the pupil. It is vital that parents/carers support this process by uploading comments, photographs and or video clips to Evidence for Learning, or through other means such as emails, to support school staff to record accurate assessments and ensure that the learning journey is captured effectively. 
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